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potentially the start of a new phylum, as le Roy says, it is at
the most"that of new genera or new families, always with the
same type of organization. . . . There is, therefore, within the
limits of classes,"rather diversification than evolution, and, apart
from the case of Man in the Class Mammalia, one could perhaps
find no other real evolution, that is to say a perfectioning or a
change of some importance bearing on the whole of the organism.
In contrast to evolution, the mechanism of which escapes us, the
diversification of species may result from the action of the ex-
ternal factors invoked by transformism [? by transformists].

Lastly, we must note another very singular and enigmatic fact:
the persistence of the simplest forms side by side with the
highest, the simultaneous existence at the present time of forms
which, theoretically, one may consider as representing the various
stages of evolution.

These diverse aspects hidden under the general and simplified
concept (concept global et simpliste) of evolution, show that this
does not present itself as the regular flow of phenomena de-
pendent exclusively on physico-chemical actions, but that it-
implies a personality (un part) of the organism more important
than that of the external factors to which it is attributed " (TM
pp. 120-121).

Thus we have the curious paradox that Viallelon
wrote "evolution" where Dewar writes " creation,"
although their ideas seem much the same. "Evolu-
tion " in Vialleton's sense is admittedly a word for an
unknown process. "Creation" sounds much more
definite, yet as to the nature of the creative process Mr,
Dewar is silent, and I can only hazard a few surmises.
Where the newly-created ancestor to a new family
belongs to the same Super-family, Sub-order or Order
as an existing family, the creation might perhaps
amount to no more than a " saltation " too great to be
accounted for by ordinary chromosome-change. For
instance, we might imagine that the first members of
any new bird-family came from eggs actually laid by
birds of an existing species, but converted unobtrusively
by creative power so that they hatched out into the new
type, to be reared like young cuckoos. But creative
power, according to Mr. Dewar, has to cross much